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- Washington Bureau of The Sun N
Washington—As a target for es-
;pzonage, William Holden Bell was
-textbook perfect.: .T.ov
" "Then 59 years old and. trymg to

keep pace with a new wife 25 yearsy

-his junior, he was bitter about a rela-
tively unrewarding career-and des-|
{;erately in need of cash to support a.

fe-style of travel and leisure. -+

In short, Bell, a radar technology-
expert for Hughes-Aircraft Compa-:
‘ny, a major U.S. defense contractor,:
:was ripe for the plckmg, And pxcked
thewas. - -

Before the FBI caught up thh
“him last summer, Bell, in exchange
for about $110,000, handed over: to,
. Pqlish government agents. classmed

‘information regarding- some of ‘the”
:West’s most closely guarded weap-
. ions’ systems,-including. the Stealth’
bomber and several others designed
ito offset the Warsaw: Pact’s numen-
.cal superiority in Europe. .---"i.:
' The Bell case is the stuff of spy-
‘drama in an era in which mercenary.
'-mtexests have come to oul:welgh the

B R

First of three articles

‘pohtlcal mohvatlons*'of earher
‘times. Today, espionage coups can be
scored through ;acquisition of: the

‘technology that.goes into_a_child’s.

electronic . baseball-= game,‘ :and

dummy corporationsplay as great-aq .

role as do secret:letter: drops and
'mxdmghtrendezvous. N 1)

~ ‘Washington-based Institute for Strategic Trade and

.1 More significant,” the" case illusp

trates what law’ enforcement offx-«

.cials in' the United Statés—including
‘Attorney- General Williamy-French
.Smith and FBI Director William' H:
.Webster—see as a-change in tactics.
by the Soviets in'a concerted effort
.to obtain data about American. ad-.

vances in mlhtary and - industrial,
technology. - --3s¢ismzizd mrsday
7> While espxonage in " the" Umted
“States certainly. is nothing new-for:
- the Soviets, the law enforcement_of-3
; ficials see the Krem]mturmng more
than ever.to-clindestine means.of
-gammg ‘ scientific+® hardware :-and

know.how’ sinm hane. an acad tha
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_invasion of Afghamstan. Last month ‘
- President Reagan sought to toughen
-the embargo following the military
_crackdown in Poland, which he has.
“said was inspired by the Kremlin.
“'The Reagan administration’s ac-
tion, federals law “enforcement offi-
"cials believe,- is ‘likely to spur the
KGB and the GRU, the two Soviet in-
telligence agencies operating-in-this]
country, to -ever-greater: efforts to
~obr.am ‘secretly-and- ﬂlegally what
" Moscow once mnght' have acqmred
openly. - e
. Some experts, but_ b){ 10 ‘means
‘all, 'see-.the acquisition ‘of outside
technology as..vital..to Moscow’'s
hopes of continuing its military com-
petition with the United States and-at
the same time. addressing its own in-
ternal economic problems.” " | LFvia o p o owey
=z« Jf they were not able to utilize Westem know-
how as a sort of “quick fix,” some of these experts
believe, the Soviets would confront a continuing se-,
ries-of ‘difficult trade-offs; particularlyin allocat-:
mg precious research and development resources,
-in trymg to meet both their. defense and domestic
needs *i‘m.,a’m; Pt e L S e mj'
- The: West “is v1rtualiy subsxdxzmg Soviet mili-
tary power,” says Dr: Miles Costick, who runs the

‘decasionally serves as a- congressxonal consultant
on East-West trade.<& &5 = - - 2
. There are-some,. mcludmg a few members of
Congres.s ‘who- believe the extent to which the
.Kremlin relies on Western technology is greatly ex-
.aggerated by a Reagan administration that tends to
“view most foreign policy questions in East-West
zterms This would seem to be a mmonty view, how
VL. [ .- i h i 2
Representatwe Jonathan B Bmgham (D,.N ),
‘chairman of the House Foreign Affairs subcommit:’
.tee that oversees U.S. trade policy, asserts’ flatly|
:that the Reagan administration has overstated the]
seriousness of -the  problem to.the United States;]
particularly the contribution the West has made to-
the Sovnets through over-the-counter sales of know-
how, g 3 - tele g =-m.‘§f
FIR Others includmg some top pohcy-makers in the
:executive branch; question Washington’s ability: to
‘choke’ off such exports, even if such a goal is war-
ranted. B O B T
~*There is no doubt that Western technology has
had some- impact,”-says William A. Root, director
of the Office of. East-West Trade at the State De-
partment, but {'if you take the line- that any trade’
i frees  resources. for:military production, that. basn-

inalle ia 2 farmnla far a $tatal amhawen and k.
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